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Cooperatives in Minnesota

Local Research Project

Prepare a presentation on a cooperative business in your community. The business can be in any industry that interests you, so long as it is structured as a cooperative. 

Research the local co-op by visiting, calling, and/or searching online for primary resources. If you need help finding names of local co-ops, feel free to contact the Cooperative Network, a co-op trade association in St. Paul, at 651.228.0213, or http://www.cooperativenetwork.coop
Your presentation should contain the following:

· A brief introduction to the company: its name, the products or services it provides, its location, etc.

· An explanation of how cooperative businesses function in this industry. (Is there a relationship between producers and distributors?  How do cooperatives fare in comparison to non-cooperative businesses?)
· Examples of how this co-op works with the community. This may include patronage dividend sharing for cooperative owner-members, relationships with local companies, sponsorships of local civic events and causes, or other community-oriented resources the co-op provides.

· How does the co-op market itself? How does it present itself as a cooperative business?

You will give a short presentation on your findings. Feel free to describe any individuals you meet in your research, and their particular roles within the cooperatives they work for.
