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Cooperatives in Minnesota 
Mini-Quiz

1. Please name 6 types of business industries/sectors that have co-ops in Minnesota:

Grain, Fuel and Supply

Dairy

Electricity

Housing

Farm Credit Services

Credit Unions

Insurance/Town Mutuals/Health Care

New Generation Co-ops 

Food

Consumer

Telephone/Telecommunications

Sugar

Bioenergy

2. Pick one of these industries. If you were to start a cooperative business in that industry in Minnesota, how would you set up the co-op? Think about management structure, defining membership eligibility criteria, distribution of products or services, etc.

3. True/False – Minnesota has relatively few cooperative businesses, compared to other states. (Please circle one)
4. True/False – Electricity co-ops do not generate electricity. They only distribute it. 

5. The Board of Directors of a cooperative is usually made up of members who are: 

A. Appointed by the manager

B. Elected by all patrons

C. Elected by voting members at the annual meeting

D. Appointed by the employees

6. _____________ are the foundation of a cooperative. They organize it. Their needs are the reason for its existence. They usually have one vote in business affairs regardless of shares of stock owned/ equity holding or business done with the cooperative. 

A. Directors

B. Employees

C. Managers

D. Members

7. Which health insurance company in Minnesota operates as a co-op?

A. HealthPartners

B. Social Security MN

C. Blue Cross Blue Shield

D. Medica

